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The\Scene

® A large area leading from the >
diesel pump to a storm drain
is covered with kitty litter
and a berm of kitty litter has
been created around the
drain.
EHS responders are told that
only “about a gallon”
reached the drain, and that
had been contained by the
berm.

A small amount of diesel can
be seen at the bottom of the
storm drain, but it doesn’t
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What ﬁapp\ened?

e A employee of P & T was ﬁ1®
he decided to leave the pump, for redS@;
unknown.

o When the bus was full, instead of the punig]
switching off, as it should have, it kicked oU{4(sid
the bus, onto the ground and kept pumping
diesel fuel.

e No one noticed the spewing pump on the
ground for some time.
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Our Heroes Make a Tragic Error

e Jim & Adam, taking the\}?\& T people at
their word, think the situatidg appears to
be in hand, so they leave some\dsums for
the P&T staff to put the kitty littcTgia
return to the EHS office.

® Upon their return, Jeff Sitler (SPCC
asks about the spill & says he’s going tG
look downstream for evidence of spill in!
the waterway.

— Downstream??? Waterway???
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Seéb\ﬁd\l\{gsponse

e A little while later,
Jeff calls to say there
is diesel fuel visible
on the surface of a
creek downstream
from the spill.

e Jim & Adam
dispatch to the creek.




Topography I'W
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+ an underground stream which
‘ resurfaces approximately

]
-, /a mile from the drain.
il

« Good to know
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At The Creek

e Jim & Adam see there 1\;‘mdeed diesel on
the creek.

® We set up 3 sets of booms and d1Sgi
oil-only absorbent pads behind the
booms.

® Shortly thereafter the Charlottesville
Department shows up with the local newg
hot on their heels.

e EHS runs out of spill gear so we
“pborrow” additional supplies from the
Fire Department.
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UVA Informs DEQ Of

Releas

e Jeff calls Virginia DEQ to
the release.

e DEQ advises UVA EHS to keep on
what we are doing, check on it at the cist}
of the work day and leave booms in pla@g
overnight.

Topography




Barracks Road Shopping

Center
Lots of parking = lots of storm water
runoff & lots of oil & grease too
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That Night...

® The Charlottesville area %i enced a
large thunderstorm which droppeg!
inches of rain.

® The storm water runoff washed awa
3 booms & all the accompanyin
absorbent pads etc.

® What are you gonna do?

® P & T required to
take steps to prevent
this scenario from
repeating itself.

- Requiréd to purchase
spill response gear.

— Required to build
shelter & berm
around| fueling area.

o P & T billed for time
& materials by EHS -
$4500.
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Permanent Berm And Shelter

At Fueli\ﬂg\~\~Station
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Equipmeri?ﬁirchgsed SpeJiﬁcally
As A Result Of This Incident

largest)
® Oil-Only absorbent booms — Lots.

® Spaghetti pillows (and plenty of Jem!)

® Telescoping pole with which to retrieve

the pillows.

Lessons Learned

® NEVER trust anyone elsé’s,opinion of
t};t situation, especially the pers;
caused the spill.
— |Always assume the worst, until proven

otherwise.

® Know the topography of your campus
(Al'eferably before a spill occurs).

® Be prepared for the worst spill you can
imagine in the worst place it could
halppen.
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Lessens cont.

® Buy quality spill responéé\eguipment!
— Thigh deep in a creek, in the u is not the
place to find out your booms & abs@hi
don’t work very well.

— Magnetic drain covers are worthless!

® Buy more of it than you think you need§
— It goes FAST.

® Have response gear in a place that makes
it readily accessible and easily mobile.
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Lessons cont.

e Outfit your responders well,
- Hip waders
— Boots
- Rain coats

® At some point a petroleum product
find its way to water on your campus.
Don’t think it won’t.

e Now that we’re well prepared, hopefully
we won’t have to deal with this scenario
again.
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